Brill_VIBS320.qxp_SPINE=11mm 07-05-18 12:07 Pagina 3

Nietzsche and the Dionysian
Nietzsche and the Dionysian argues that the shuddering mania of the affect associated with Dionysus
in Nietzsche’s early work runs as a thread through
his thought and is linked to an originary interruption
companion. In this capacity, the companion can
be considered a ‘mask of Dionysus’, or one who
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the self and freedom, interpersonal and
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interpretation, the nature of experience,
and intentionality. SE is a special series in
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assumes the singular role of the transmitter of
the most valuable affirmative affect and initiates
a compulsion to respond which incorporates the
otherness of the companion. In the context of such
engagements, Nietzsche envisages ‘Dionysian’ or
divine ‘madness’ within an optics of life, through
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which an affirmative ethics can be thought.

is an international scholarly program, founded
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in 1992 by Robert Ginsberg, that publishes

requires an affirmation of the plurality of life, formu-

philosophical books in all areas of value

lated in the imperatives to be ‘true to the earth’ and
‘become who you are’. Such an ethics, compelled by
the Dionysian affect, grounds any future for humanity in the affirmation of the earth and life.
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topics such as human meaning and value,
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of self-consciousness articulated by the philosophical
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inquiry, including social and political thought,
ethics, applied philosophy, aesthetics,
feminism, pragmatism, personalism, religious
values, medical and health values, values in
education, values in science and technology,
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